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This  summary  of  the  wild  fur  catch  for  the  19^9-60  trapping 
season  is  made  up  of  information  supplied  by  the  State  game  and  con- 
servation commissions.  Without  their  cooperation  this  compilation 
would  be  impossible.  Areas  for  which  data  were  not  available  when 
this  leaflet  was  prepared  are  indicated  by  footnotes. 

With  this  summary  the  column  on  "squirrel"  is  discontinued, 
inasmuch  as  figures  were  reported  by  only  two  States  (Wisconsin, 
867, 100 J  V^oming,  20)  and  since  there  is  no  breakdown  on  number  of 
pelts  sold. 

The  numbers  of  fur  animals  trapped  increased  for  all  principal 
species  except  coyote  and  minkj  the  limited  quantities  of  tiiriber  wolf 
and  wolverine  decreased  slightly.  It  was  requested  that  the  take 
of  predators  be  omitted  unless  the  fur  was  preserved  for  commercial 
use.  The  take  of  fur  seal  is  determined  officially  by  the  U.S. 
Government . 

In  the  1959-60  trapping  season,  export  business  proved  a  most 
important  factor,  with  the  European  and  Canadian  markets  the 
principal  outlets.  They  bought  civet,  muskrat,  wild  mink,  skunk, 
beaver,  opossum,  raccoon,  and  ringtail  cat.  Bobcat  and  otter  were 
limited  by  quantity.  Badger  emerged  in  demand.  Price-wise  the 
muskrat  was  unsatisfactory,  and  country  collectors  were  unable  to 
realize  a  reasonable  profit.  The  season  ended  with  an  over supply 
of  some  types  of  furs,  particularly  muskrat  and  raccoon. 

Ranched  mink  continued  to  dominate  the  fur  market;  however, 
diversification  brought  into  greater  prominence  such  wild  furs  as 
otter,  fox,  fur  seal,  beaver,  and  squirrel.  The  definite  revival 
in  many  furs  for  trimming  purposes  continued  into  the  1959-60 
season;  these  included  beaver,  fox,  lynx,  mink,  muskrat,  opossum, 
raccoon,  skunk,  squirrel,  and  wolf. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1959-60 


STATE 


Badger 


Bassarisk 
(Ringtail   Cat 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Coyote 


Fisher 


Fox 


Blue  & 
WTiite 


Gray,    Red, 
Cross  &  Silver 


Fur  Seal 


Lynx 
(Canadian) 


Alabama. . . 
Alaska. . . . 
Pribilof  Isls 
Arizona  l/. . 
ArkamsasT. . . 


California. , 
Colorado. . . . 
Connecticut 
Delaware. . . . 
Florida 


Georgia  l/. . 
Idaho . . .  7. .  ■ 
Illinois  l/. 
Indiana.. 7. . 
Iowa 


Kansas. . . . 
Kentucky. • 
Louisiana. 
Kaine  Uj . , 
Maryland. . 


Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. . . . 
Mississippi. . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  l/ 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  1/ 


New  Mexico. . . 
New  York  l/,  . 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. 
Rhode  Island. 
South  Carolina 


South  Dakota 
Tennessee. . . 

Texas 

Utah... 

Vermont  l/. . 

Virginia. . . . 
Vfeshington. . 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming . . . 


TOTAL. 


20 


255 

10 

77 

251 


130 
659 


220 
513 


43 


789 
3 


83 


-i,500 

3 

UO 


NOS 
267 


7,963 


108 
3 


29 


35,642 


35,794 


610 
24,000 

194 

1,703 

NOS 


8,069 

200 
2,980 

1,222 

4/5,417 


296 

11,442 

21,496 

2,950 

3,864 

14, 500 
7,972 

1,909 


1,405 
9,429 

6,480 


10, 906 
3,980 

17 

3,000 

36 
4,054 
3,386 

181 

NOS  5/  9,053 

184 

10,597 

2,704 


58 

175 
2,186 


250 


1,478 


15 

3 

252 

221 

1 


441 

300 

17 

2,000 
59 


319 


77 


945 


500 

9 

10 

1,645 


24 
1,584 


479 

167 


55 

547 


118 

61 
92 


797 

23 

24.0 


45 
348 

425 

1,500 
238 


2,058 
355 


NCS 


V509 


NOS 
NOS 


NOS 


396 


NOS 


1,850 


NOS 


520 
731 


756 

145 
36 


1,000 

134 

1,540 
4,424 

78 
841 
123 

78 
172 

31 

23,171 

2,425 

187 

78 

353 

1,066 

35,262 

3,095 


212 
2,552 

240 

18,000 
199 
167 
152 


516 

79 

329 

40,084 

66 


2/  40,616 


782 


174,236 


13,218 


6,903 


910 


1,850 


138,842 


NOS 
1 


40,616 


838 


NOS 


No  open  season. 


1/  The  following  States  unable  to  give  fur-catch  data:  Arizona,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Nevada,  and 
New  Jersey.   Vermont  gives  take  of  beaver  only.   New  York  reports  only  beaver,  fisher,  and  otter. 


2/  Pribilof  Islands  ;  Official  take  of  fur  seals  calendar  year  I960. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1959-60 


STATE 


Marten 


Mink 


Muskrat 


Nutria 


Opossum 


Otter 


Raccoon 


Skunk  & 
Civet  Cat 


Weasel 


Timber 
Wolf 


Wolverine 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Isls. 
Arizona  l/. . . . 
Arkansas 


California 

Colorado 

Connecticut  l/. 
Delaware. . . .7, . 
Florida 


Georgia  l/. . 
Idaho..  .7. . . 
Illinois  l/. 
Indiana. . . . . 
Iowa 


Kansas. . . . 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine -V-  • 

Maryland. . 


Massachusetts. 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. . . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Nebra-ska 

Mevada  1/ 

Mew  Hampshire  Ul . 
Mew  Jersey  l/. . . . 


New  .toexico 

New  York  l/,  ... 
North  Carolina., 
North  Dakota. . . , 
Ohio 


Oklahoiaa 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania, . . , 
Rhode  Island. . . , 
South  Carolina.. 

South  Dakota.... 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah.... , 

Vermont  l/ 


Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia  6/. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


3,286 


3,737 
20,6/iO 


5,1U 
132,530 


33 


22,96/i 

1,4.86 
57 


26, 521 

3/  46,175 
18,610 


25 

50 


26,000 


519 


2,379 


67,726 


NOS 
NOS 


391 


18,200 
16,942 

3,479 
13,805 
58,838 

3,213 

31» 

1,081 
11,930 
42,201 
19,875 
14,829 

6,400 
a, 454 


365,300 
164,458 

50,379 

93,143 

1,531,788 

21,437 

170,156 

71,270 
228,440 

93,368 

5,800 

119,766 

28,000 
69,472 


1,108 


9,125 


2,544 


109 


10 


11,071 
9,186 
7,798 

2,702 
2,777 
7,227 
365 
4,600 

1,200 

3,800 

465 

511 


146,744 

NOS 
493,399 

1,722 

37,181 

457,370 

7,836 

1,700 

10,000 
58,259 
59,356 
33,003 


284 

>  •  •  •  • 

NOS 
35 


2,123 

3,993 

1,017 

24,026 

129 


116,479 
24,64A 
24,993 

257,662 
31 


31 


694,110 
34 


536 


154 


270 


74 


884 


19,162 

121 
3 


300 
1,000 


66,800 
2,065 

10,563 
7,426 
9,498 

537 


2,830 

196 

1,890 

37,706 


2,335 


6,863 

11,066 

19,340 

18 

5,599 

700 


8,131 
1,968 


4,380 

1,604 
1,867 


202 
3,681 


4,054 


87 

101 

NOS 


61,947 

1,370 
300 


40 
750 


1,500 
5,000 


66 


533 


5,559 
357 

149 

85 
750 
428 

180 


44 


122 


308 
1,337 


313 


2 

375 


NOS 


256 

532 


737 


151,000 
59,81A 

28,609 

14,321 

80,814 

1,662 

6,466 

3,156 

180, 590 

U,350 

15,920 

135,870 

1,040 
12,906 

1,370 


245 

41,515 

7,966 

154,222 

10,776 
2,276 

40,718 

235 

3,000 

7,500 
6,854 
7,870 


9,721 

2,140 

7,132 

50,898 

165 


364 


l,94ii 
928 

500 

298 

1,800 
2,960 

5,046 
1,032 

524 
17 

34A 

21 
2,010 
7,373 

6,164 

2,400 
2,999 


588 

310 
1,950 
2,474 

7,722 
323 

5,947 
129 


250 

2,140 

492 

120 


5,822 
259 
652 

5,424 
381 


177 
1,993 


21 

13 
73 

75 


1,096 

700 
113 

9 
381 

513 
113 

56 

4,800 

21,675 

71 

1,000 
139 

77 


261 
1,341 
1,972 


67 

2,186 

29 


500 
70 

416 


191 

142 

122 

5,217 


TOTAL- 


4,667 


355,003 


5,077,501 


695,209 


224,852 


16,4611,135,825 


71,718 


45,609 


171 


198 


1 
140 


NOS 


NOS 


312 


206 


3/  California:  Catch  of  muskrat  includes  695  sandrats. 

4/  Maine:  Calendar  year  I960.   Beaver  and  fisher  tagged  totals.  New  Hampshire:  Calendar  year  I960. 

5/  Washington:  Beaver  taken  by  State. 

6/  West  Virginia:  Furs  purchased  by  State  licensed  fur  dealers  from  trappers;  furs  sold  to  dealers  out  of 
State  not  included.  375  beavers  were  sealed  by  State. 


